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owned by Jose Manuel de Mello, president of the Portuguese
Lusitano Associstion. Peler Vany Borst, is working with a team
and & pair of Lusiianos, stemming from the Interagro bloodlines
and owned by William Robinson of Robinson Lusitanos, ldaho.

“We have high aspirations for them,” sasd Van Borst, who
recently moved the Lusitanos to Adken, Sowth Caroling — madi-
tional driving country that has taken intcrest in the recent arrival
of the breed. “The Lusitano has a huge heart, great stamina, won-
derful reflexes and impulsion because while you
can play with the external appearance you can't
breed heart and intellipence so casily into 2
horse.  That said, Interagro has the loxury of
betng able 1o put together a chemistry of blood-
lines.

“Interagre are also using the wonderfulky
diverse gene pool that they have to produce driv-
ing horses. 'We are hoping these horses we are
working with now will bear witness to the fact
that the Lusitano bas the ideal charscienstics for
n competitive driving horse,”

As the targest breeder of the Lusitano horse
worldwide, Dr Gonzaga™s passion for the breed
i« clear. ond his vision for their wider role as
horses under saddle for both competition and
prmaleur fulfillient is emerging.

“You hove o universe of amatenrs and very
few professionals,” he said, “This mass market
1 the amateur. They have difficulty mastering
the Warmblood as they don’t have the character
thal the Lusitano has,..”

Still it has taken time for the breed to
becoane recognized on the world stage. While in
many ways the deep-rooted history of Lusitano
breeding has fuelled its emengence 15 & unrver-
sally talented horse, it has also dictated 2 conses-
vative approach To ite avolution,

“The Lusitane is 3 very interesting breed.”
said Dr Gonzaga, “It has a fascinating hustory
and the beeaders are proud of their incs. The
farst time (he Lusitano appearcd in dressape - it
seemed almost culturally imadmissible because it
wis widely thought that Baroque was the only
way that was valsd,”

Times have changed and doors are opening
tor the Lusitino hosse. “The Lusifano can go o
the Olyirpics but they can alse be ndden by chil-
dren,” explained Dr Gonzags., “I s the best
hosse on which to leam to ride,  Training with &
Lusitane ie much easier, much safer. [t is a homse
that can do everything a Warmblood con do but
it’s casier (o ride and cheaper oo, They are very
clever horses and they don’t forget. Tt takes
much less time to teach them than other breeds.
Lusitanos like people and they try o please you,
which make them enjoyable for amateurs and

professionuls alike™

Dr Gonzagn sums up the breed most adeptly i his beok, O
Cavalo Lusitane, “They are strong, vigorous horses, abedient,
generous of character, agile, and articulate, elegant, distingt and
arrogant, proud, jordly and noble of spirit; they ure also decilz,
intelligent and submissive, easy to teach for every harse activily,”
he wrote, “Such characieristics make the Lusitano the best suddle
e o thie el deded ko
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