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L usitano auction introducesbreed to locals

By Amy Bower Doucette

Special to Neighborhood Post
Thursday, February 26, 2009
The silence in the massive barn at Jim Brandon &gaa Center was unusual.

One side of the stable was occupied by a dozendneimares. Across the aisle,

regal stallions stood nibbling on hay and watctimgactivity in the barn with

thoughtful, gentle eyes. Keeping mares and stallinrthe same quarters often

lends itself to chaos. The peaceful atmospheneisnarn was a testament to the breeding and
temperament of the Lusitano breed.

Neighborhood Post The Lusitano Collection arrived in
Western PBC West Palm Beach from Interagro
Click here for the latest news, sports, neighbor profiles and calendars. Lusitanos, a 1,200-acre estate just
outside Sao Paulo, Brazil. Paulo
» State news Pompéia Gavido Gonzaga founded
Interagro on a former coffee farm

Storm 2009:Hurricane news 1975. His passion for the Lusitano

More neighbors, area news: breed started with a handful of
« Northern PBC imported horses and has expanded
* Southern PBC into a successful breeding and
* Central PBC training program. He has written
'w five books about the breed and
» Western PBC s S
made it his mission to promote
« Get neighborhood news Lusitanos. This is the second year
the auction has taken place in West
Share This Sto Palm Beach. Gonzaga uses the

auction as a way to educate people
about the breed he loves.

"The breed is not well known," he said. "There@mé/ 10,000 mares in production in the whole
world. We want to give people knowledge of the boits better to bring the auction to people than
for people to have to come to Brazil. It's abouyiasure.”

Gonzaga's devotion to the Lusitano breed was passéalhis daughter Cecilia, who heads the stud
farm at Interagro.

"The breed is incredible,"” she said. "They try vieayd to please the rider. They understand \
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you want and they give you the

The Lusitano breed is one of the oldest. Closdbted to the Andalusian, the breed originated in
Spain and Portugal. Lusitanos are famed for thairage and willingness. They were once war
horses and still serve as bullfighting mounts. Thentle nature makes them the perfect horse for an
amateur, while their athleticism and grace makenthevorthy partner for a seasoned competitor.

Another fan of the breed is Interagro’'s Americanstidtant, Heather Bender.

"I never dreamed I'd be working for an auction,'hBer said. "I'm a trainer. | was in Minnesota
teaching at a dressage clinic. | had a client wiosband was Portuguese. They announced that
they wanted to buy a Lusitano. I'd heard of theh lamad a lot of respect for Iberian breeds. |
helped them pick two horses. | went down to Intevas a buyer, and | was introduced to the
family. "

Bender soon realized how well-suited the Lusitare®t was for her amateur riders.

"I came from the warmblood world. | fell in love thiLusitanos seven or eight years ago when |
realized that they filled a huge void for my amateders. The majority of the horses that we bring
are for amateurs, because that is the biggest miarke

Interagro sells 150 horses each year. This yeactsoa on Feb. 19 and 20 at Jim Brandon
Equestrian Center welcomed dozens of new owneavghat Interagro family. Those that buy an
Interagro Lusitano at auction begin a relationshii the Brazilian breeder that could potentially
last a lifetime.

"We have a very strong after-sale program,” Ce@lmnzaga said. "I don't want you to buy my
horse, and then | never hear about the horse. il yeanto send me pictures and reports about how
your horse is doing. We want to follow up. It's aywof improving our breeding and learning."

The Lusitano Collection will return to West Palma@a next year with a new set of beautiful hot
The Gonzagas and their staff appreciate the @tcsssibility and its status as the winter destinat
for many of the world's best equestrians. A porbbthe ticket proceeds will benefit the JBEC as a
way for Interagro to give back to the community.

Gonzaga hopes the auction will heighten awarenede dreed he adores so much.

"This is an easy horse," he said. "They are vely c@hey talk to people. They like people. They're
social. They're different

Find this article at:

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/npost/content/neighborhood/westernpbc/epaper/2009/02/26/npw_horse_0226.html

D Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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